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Current reform proposals

RNR matching

28% decrease



Adult Drug Courts

Study Methodology No. Drug Courts Crime Reduction

Lipsey (2019) Meta-analysis 53 12%

Mitchell et al. (2012) Meta-analysis 92 13%

Carey et al. (2012) Multisite study 69 32%

Rossman et al. (2011) Multisite study 23 13%

U.S. Govt. Accountability 

Office (2011)

Systematic 

review

32 6% - 26%

Shaffer (2006) Meta-analysis 76 9%

Wilson et al. (2006) Meta-analysis 55 14%

Latimer et al. (2006) Meta-analysis 66 9%

Aos et al. (2006) Meta-analysis 57 8%

Lowenkampet al. (2005) Meta-analysis 22 8%



Duration of Effects

Study Methodology No. Drug Courts Duration

Mitchell et al. (2012) Meta-analysis 8 Ó 3 years

Finigan et al. (2007) Program 

evaluation

1 Ó 14 years

Kearley& Gottfredson 

(2019)

Randomized trial 2 Ó 15 years

Weatherburnet al. (2020) Program 

evaluation

1 Ó 5 years (violent 

offending only)

Average cost/benefit ratio: $2 to $4 for every $1 invested
(Bhati et al. 2008; Downey & Roman, 2010; Drake, 2012; Drake et al., 2009; Lee et al., 2012; 

Mayfield et al., 2013; Rossman et al., 2011)



Other Treatment Courts

ÁDUI Courts (moderate effect)
╖12 percentage-point recidivism reduction

(Mitchell et al., 2012)

ÁFamily Drug Courts (moderate effect)
╖75% greater odds of reunification without increasing foster 

care reentry or new maltreatment report (Zhang et al., 2019)

ÁMental Health Courts (high variance)
╖20% to 43% reduced odds of recidivism (Arnold, 2019; Canada 

et al., 2019; Lowder et al., 2018)

ÁJuvenile Drug Courts (insignificant to small effect)

╖0 to 8 percentage-point reduction in recidivism (Latessa et al., 2013; 

Madell et al., 2012; Mitchell et al., 2012; Shaffer, 2006; Wilson et al., 2006)


